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COUNTRY GOLF CLuUB






INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS AND GUESTS
November, 2011.

At the first meeting in November of the new Board the following members were elected;

Vice President – Ian Hobson (re-elected)

Vice Captain – Wally Bergmann

Greens Chairman – Michael Craig (re-elected)

Treasurer – John Vincent (re-elected)

Congratulations to each of those Board Members.

AND NOW – SOME VERY IMPORTANT REMINDERS
Car Spaces : most, but not all members and visitors respect the decision of members at the last AGM and don’t park cars in the designated parking spaces. The Board has decided that repeat offenders will be charged with misconduct.
$2 Practice Levy : any member anywhere on the course who is unable to produce a receipt for payment of the $2 levy when asked will be fined $20 and all rights suspended until the fine is paid. The levy does not apply to juniors and colts or to the practice nets and putting green.
Carts in the car park : any motorised cart, scooter or ride-on conveyance is prohibited in the asphalted or ‘top’ car park. This is a safety issue and not intended to disadvantage anyone hence the creation of the bag drop/pickup area.
Visitors on a Saturday : are restricted to 6 Saturday competition rounds in any 12 month period. There is no restriction on other comps.
NOW FOR SOME POSITIVES
Weather siren : we think we have solved the problem by acquiring a second-hand train horn. Tests prove it can be heard easily at the 3rd green and the 14th tee and will be sounded as one long blast when play is suspended and three short blasts when play is resumed.
Clubhouse repairs : Council has approved plans for major repairs to the roof and replacement of the verandah roof and those ugly temporary props put in 4 years ago. Work is planned to commence in the first week of February and is expected to take 2-3 weeks if all goes well. There may be some minor inconvenience during the work.
Poker machines : we have two new machines inside – Tiger Garden and Class Act – to provide a bit of interest and variety. Tiger Garden is a very new game from Aristocrat and you won’t see it in many clubs yet.
TAB Trackside : and while on new innovations (at least for us) have you seen the new TAB screen showing the virtual racing? If you haven’t already done so, take a look and see if it appeals to you.
Website : our new web site is up and running and Katrina is working on uploading some more photos and coming events.
Beer Raffle :  the first beer raffle is almost sold out and will be drawn as soon as it is. Just $4 for a number will get you a shot at 3 prizes - 30 schooners, 20 schooners and 10 schooners. And remember if you win you can take stubbies if it suits you better so give it your spare coin.
Thursday Comp : the seniors comp on Thursdays is starting to grow and we now regularly see between 30 and 40 starters. Spread the word; it is only $12 for a comp game if you are in the age bracket.   

MATTERS GOLF 
Monday Competition Changes : Monday comps have traditionally been a walk up start (except on public holidays) and we have allowed some flexibility in starting tees.

Times are a ‘changing and we now average 80 starters on a Monday with sometimes up to 4 groups banked up on the 1st waiting to tee off. In addition the Course Superintendant cannot set the course up prior to 6.45am so we have to move with the times and make some changes.
For all Monday competitions in the New Year, a timesheet will be available from the Friday night 2 weeks prior, at the same time and in the same way as for Saturday Comps where players can book in up to 4 players in person at the clubhouse or proshop. Bookings on the internet or by phone will be available from the following Monday morning at 9.00am.

Tee times will be set from 6.48am through to 9.30am from the FIRST TEE ONLY!! There will be no exceptions to this rule for walk-ups or anyone else and no-one will be permitted to tee off before 6.48am.

Players are encouraged to use the timesheets as those who do will receive priority on the day over walk-ups. We expect this new system will alleviate the bank up we are currently experiencing and will be safer for greens staff setting up the course. 
The first booking timesheet will be available from Friday night 16th December. For further information contact Brett, Bec or Greg in the Proshop.

Use of teeing area : Many members & social players are hitting off the back plates any time they please. Everyone should note that Members must play off the marker of the day (white) and Non-members must play off the yellow markers. 
Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to play from the back plates (blue).
New Course Rating : Finally, it has arrived. The rating from the BLUE plates of 70 was a pleasant and welcome surprise. The Ladies Course received a rating of 73 from the RED plates.

Many thanks to Club Member Sue Marsh who was on the Course Evaluating Committee and, whilst Sue did not solely evaluate our course, she did provide our Course Superintendant Andrew Steele with enough information to prepare our course prior to the evaluation. 

Congratulations to Andrew and his staff for their effort in preparing the course prior to the re-rating.

On Fire! : Club Member Mark Farrell was ‘on fire’ during November. 
In the November Sunday competition Mark shot 62 scratch, an exceptional round. He then continued this form with a new Antill Park Course Record of 69 scratch in winning the Antill Park Cup. 
Mark’s effort was even more impressive considering the Antill Park Cup attracted a field of over 170 players which included 25 visitors with low handicaps. Congratulations Mark!
Play as it lies : The Match Committee has decided to play all Monthly Medals, Championships and Major Cup events as ‘play as it lies’. This decision will be reviewed on a regular basis.

Xmas Ambrose : Don’t forget the 4 Person Xmas Ambrose is on Saturday 17 December. Tee off is 7am or Midday. Prizes of Hams and Turkeys will be awarded to overall Nett and Scratch winners.
Trainee Match : we recently hosted the trainee pro’s in a match event and saw some really good golf. Consistent good positive comment on the course condition was received and the winner finished 2 under the card. Our own Rebecca Blain and former juniors Ethan Shanahan and Tim Davis were in the field and finished well up but not in the top spot.

Personal triumph : and while on the subject of trainee’s, Rebecca has recently been notified that she tied for 1st place at the conclusion of the playing year in the 2011 Titleist Footjoy Education Awards  for 2nd year trainees. 

These national awards are made available to the three leading trainees from each year level and are determined by both academic and playing results.
Rebecca tied with Leon Barry from the Windaroo Golf Club in QLD while 3rd place was taken by Darren Burger from the Tamworth Golf Club. Congratulations Beccy – well done indeed! 

Slow play : the scourge of all golfers is slow play and we have received complaints that some members seem to make no effort to keep up with the group in front or pick up their pace when they lose ground. 
Antill Park should be easily played in 4 ¼ hours at most. Many of us consider someone else to be at fault; that we personally are not the problem and that we are not ‘slow players’. Are you in denial?
We ask you to seriously review your playing habits. Do you or your group –
· move quickly away from the green directly to the next tee after the last player putts out?

· play ‘honours’ all the time?

· have a post mortem and wait for everyone to mark their card before teeing off?

· wait for someone 50 metres away to play before you because they are further from the hole?

· on reaching the green, leave your clubs, buggy or cart in a direct line between the hole and where you will walk to the next tee?
· walk quickly and directly to your ball or do you wander up the middle of the fairway in deep and meaningful discussion?
· never play a provisional ball?

· spend more than 5 minutes looking for a ball?

· take a break at the half-way mark, sit down on the verandah when the green is vacant or when your group could be called up?  

· take notice of where the group in front of you is all the time?
The lowest marker in the group is responsible to ensure your place in the field is maintained. Please consider the rest of the field and remember your place is immediately behind the group in front – not immediately in front of the group behind.

MATTERS IN-HOUSE
The Bistro will not open on Boxing Day (Monday), Tuesday (27th) or Wednesday (28th) December.

Fresh sandwiches as well as the usual pies will be available at the Bar. 
VALE : Former lady member Clover Hazlewood was buried at Tahmoor this week. Although Clover was probably only known to the long standing members she was a very good lady golfer in her time and appears on our Honour Boards as Club Champion in 1980 and Foursomes Champion in 82,83, 84 & 88. RIP.

Finally the Board of Directors wish all members,  visitors, staff and their families a merry Festive Season and a Happy New Year.
You can read this newsletter on line at www.antillpark.com.au
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